


Background
• Problem

 Lack of statewide information
on contaminants in sport fish

 Lack of safe eating
guidelines

• New SWAMP monitoring began
in 2007

• $750,000 to $1 million per year
• Five-year program to cover all

water body types



Study
Design

Fishing Locations
 69 for the state
 42 in 2009,

urban areas
Near-shore

(includes bays
and estuaries)

Five target
species per
location
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Species Variation
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Highlights
• Widespread, moderate MeHg and PCB

contamination in the Bay and southern California

• Sharks accumulate some of the highest MeHg
concentrations

• Shiner perch are good spatial indicators

• Several species, particularly in southern
California were below all the thresholds



“Safe to Eat Fish” Web Portal

www.waterboards.ca.gov/m
ywaterquality/safe_to_eat
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